
Noon Bible Study: 1 Samuel 1 

History: where we are in Biblical narrative 
  
Creation/Fall (Genesis) → Abraham (Genesis) → 
Exodus/Moses (priests, tabernacle) (Exodus-Deuteronomy) →  
Joshua → Judges, conquest of land, distribution of land 
by tribes 
 
1 Samuel 1:1-8 - Hannah 
 

v. 3 - Shiloh - the modern Khirbet Seilun, is 20 
miles north of Jerusalem, toward the eastern border 
of Ephraim. The tent of meeting was set up there in 
Joshua 18:1. (ESV Study Bible, 1 Sam 1:3).  Its where 
it remained during the time of Judges (Judges 18:31) 

 
v 3 - “the LORD of Hosts” - 1st usage in Scripture.  
This is God’s battle title. He is “Yahweh of Hosts”, 
the commander of all of the armies (hosts) of 
heaven. 

 
v. 7 - as Hannah would go to the house of the LORD 
Peninnah would “provoke her” 

 
- “Childlessness was stigma enough for Hannah, 

but having it rubbed in was intolerable. 
Peninnah apparently used special worship occasions for getting Hannah’s goat.” (Dale Ralph Davis, “1 Samuel”, pg 17) 

 
v. 8 - Elkanah is well meaning, but ineffective in comforting Hannah 

 
1 Samuel 1:9-18 - Hannah’s vow. Hannah & Eli 
 

v. 11, 15 - Hannah prays with great humility and reverence (LORD of Hosts) but also with a intimacy that we do not often 
associate with “Old Testament” believer’s prayers.  

 
- “there is a myth...that believers in the OT period didn’t have the freedom and personal approach in prayer that we do.  

Their worship consisted of a very external, formal, cut-and-dried sacrificial procedure in which ritual killed off any 
spontaneity or intense spirituality.  Hannah would say that is hogwash.” (Davis, pg 19) 

 
v. 11 - Hannah’s vow is related to a Nazarite vow - Numbers 6:1-8 (9-21) 
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Nazarite: means consecration, devotion and separation. A nazarite was someone who was bound by a vow of consecration to God’s 
service for either a specific period of time, or for life.  A Nazarite’s devotion to God was evidenced outwardly by not cutting the 
hair, abstaining from wine and alcoholic drinks, and avoiding contact with the dead.  Violation of these brought defilement and 
need of purification. (New Inductive Study Bible, NASB, pg 449) 
  
1 Samuel 1:19-20 - Hannah has a son! 
 

v. 19 - “The LORD remembered her” cp. v. 11 - “remember me, and not forget your maidservant” 
 

v 20 - The name "Samuel" sounds like the Hebrew verb translated "asked." (NET Bible Note, 1 Sam. 1:20).  His name literally 
means “name of God” 

 
1 Samuel 1:21-28 - Samuel given to the LORD’s service 
  

v. 26 - can you imagine the excitement, joy and anticipation of Hannah to bring Samuel back to Eli, and celebrate God’s 
faithfulness and goodness?! 

 
 v. 27 - Hannah was very mindful of the specific promise of the LORD 
  1:17 - “may the God of Israel grant your petition that you have asked of Him” 
  1:20 - “she named him Samuel, saying, “Because I have asked of the LORD” 
  1:27 - “the LORD has given me the petition which I asked of Him” 
 

- This may seem like a strange practice for a new mother to observe.  But Hannah knew her child was a gift from, and 
thus a gift for the LORD.  She still saw him at least 1x year when she would visit Shiloh to worship (1 Samuel 2:19-20) 
and she actually was blessed with more children (2:21).  But in this we see that Hannah prioritizes “godliness” over 
temporal blessings as a mother. 

   
1 Samuel 2:1-11 - Hannah’s prayer 
 

v. 1, 10 - horn: Horns of animals have always functioned as both offensive and defensive weapons for them. As a figure of 
speech the horn is therefore often used in the Bible as a symbol of human strength. The allusion in v.1 to the horn being 
lifted high suggests a picture of an animal elevating its head in a display of strength or virility. (NET Bible 1 Sam. 2:1) 
ESV 2:1 - “My heart exults in the LORD; my strength is exalted in the LORD.” 

 
- The people of God often follow the pattern of prayer (request) → response from God → prayer (praise, thanksgiving). 

examples: Exodus 15, Miriam’s song after Red Sea or Luke 1, Mary’s song of praise (magnificat) 
 

- The theme of this prayer of praise is the reversal of fortunes.  God does not do things like man does.  The weak are 
made strong.  The strong are made weak.  Those with great abilities are useless to Him and those who have nothing are 
used by Him for great things.  This is true about Hannah’s situation and also is prophetic about the individual that her 
son (Samuel) will anoint as King of God’s people (David). 

 
 v. 10 - prophetic praise 
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